
 

 

 

 

April 27, 2021 

 

The Honorable Peter DeFazio    The Honorable Sam Graves 

Chairman, Committee on    Ranking Member, Committee on 

Transportation & Infrastructure   Transportation & Infrastructure 

2251 Rayburn House Office Building  2164 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Chairman DeFazio and Ranking Member Graves, 

 

I am requesting funding for the 9th Street Two-Way Conversion (Whitman Interchange) in 

surface transportation reauthorization legislation.  

 

The project sponsor for this project is the City of Rockford and the project is located at Second 

Street (IL-251) & Whitman Street Interchange, 9th and 6th Streets, Rockford, Illinois, 61107 and 

61104.  

 

The funding is designated for converting 9th Street/Longwood Street to two-way traffic, from 

Charles Street to the Whitman Street/6th Street Ramp, thus increasing access and emergency 

vehicle response time from the west side of the City to East State Street and SwedishAmerican 

Hospital. In addition, intersection improvements including signal upgrades, and ADA 

improvements would be addressed at 9th Street & State Street and 9th Street & Charles Street. 

Ninth Street/Longwood Street is a minor arterial with an AADT between 9,000 near Charles 

Street and 14,500 to the northern portion. Ninth Street is currently part of a one-way pair along 

with 6th Street. The conversion of 9th Street to two-way traffic will allow traffic from Whitman 

Street to access State Street farther east, near the eastern limits of Downtown Rockford. 

 

The project is an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars and is anticipated to have the following 

benefits: increasing safety by slowing traffic speeds; decreasing vehicle trips; and increasing 

emergency vehicle response times. 

 

I certify that neither I nor my immediate family has any financial interest in this project. 

  

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Cheri Bustos 

Member of Congress 

April 27, 2021 


